1 THESSALONIRNS

STANDING FIRM

£

We’'ve been learning lots from the letter

Paul wrote to the church in Thessalonica. FO C US ON MARK 4‘ 14-20

After a visit in 49-50AD that probably At this point in the gospel, Jesus is explaining to his
lasted just three weeks, ‘the church of the disciples why teaching is his priority (cf 1:38-39).

Thessalonians in God” had been planted. What happens as a result of the seed being sown?
There was real evidence of a genuine and Compare the short-term, the medium-term and the
remarkable work of God in each of them. long-term effects:

But the opposition to his preaching had

grown so intense, so quickly that Paul had
to make a humiliating night flight from the h
city (Acts 17:1-14). short
term
Timothy has since brought the wonderful
news that they were still standing firm
(3:8). And that's terrific! But Paul is )
looking ahead to the coming of the Lord medium
Jesus, and he longs for them to continue term
right until that final finishing tape!
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How does Mark 4:16-19 help us to understand the
concerns that Paul is likely have about the church in
Thessalonica?
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Paul’s second missionary journey

FOCUS ON 1 THESSALONIANS 2:17-20

* What do we learn (in v 17-18) about Paul and what he wants? Why? (cf 3:2-3, 5, 10)

e What do we learn (in v 19-20) about Paul and what he wants longer term?




URN OVER AND DO THE OTHER SIDE OF THE PAGE BEFORE YOU DO THIS SIDE!

Read these next two quotations.
What do you make of what they
tell us about why Christians
will find it hard to
stand firm?

Which of these two things — worldliness and opposition -
feels like the bigger pressure on your Christian life? Why?

FOCUS ON | THESSALONIANS 5:23-24

This is Paul’s third prayer for the Thessalonian Christians (see
1:2-3 and 3:11-13).

¢ What do we learn from here that we could also pray for
other Christians?

Looking back on the themes
of the whole of 1

. .. . Thessalonians, jot down ...
¢ What confidence does Paul have in his God? What is the

Nt i ?
it" that God will surely do? ONE PLEDGE

What is one thing that you
will think or do differently
because of 1 Thess?

¢ How might this confidence be ...
(a) overemphasised ... leading to Christian complacency?

ONE PERSON

Who will you tell about this?
(b) underemphasised ... leading to Christian insecurity?

ONE PRAYER

What one thing will you now
ask your Connect Group to
pray for you, from what
you've learnt from 1 Thess?




